Term Paper: Topic 3

(Cultural Anthropology: Globalization and Mardi Gras Beads)

Anthony Giddens (1990:69) helps us understand the meaning of “globalization’ by emphasizing that local events are increasingly influenced “by events occurring many miles away and vice versa". In other words, rather than using items that are produced locally, many of the items that we now use are produced at great distances, under unknown circumstances, by people we do not know.  As goods and cash are exchanged along a vast “commodity chain”
 many of the individuals involved have little understanding of how they are affecting the lives of others.  Building on Giddens' observations your paper will be an exploration of the effect of globalization with an emphasis on the study of Mardi Gras beads (covered in the film) and another consumer items that is selected by you.  The paper should look both at the effect on economic/political/social life in the USA and the in place of production.

Begin by watching
 the movie Mardi Gras: Made in China to explore how the desires of powerful consumers can directly shape the lives of poorer producers and vice versa.  Various issues to think about include 1) gender issues, 2) working and living conditions and 3) local and global politics/economics played out within the context of the film.  (See note taking-aid at the end of this writing assignment.)


Having explored the impact of plastic bead production in China and their distribution in the USA by watching Mardi Gras: Made in China, select another common item or food consumed in the USA, but produced elsewhere (for example micro-chips, running shoes, avocados, etc). Explore how large-scale consumer demand in the USA affects the lives of those who produce and those who consume that item/food.  In other words, you will need to research the "foreign object" and its production in a non USA country.  Your research should involve at least five scholarly articles that address some of the same issues that have been raised in the film concerning Mardi Gras beads.  The final part of the paper should be an analytical comparison (including the similarities and the differences) of the production of the two items included in your research.  The finest papers will take these findings and reach broader conclusions concerning how globalization effects the lives of those who participate in it; both the producers and the consumers.  I hope by doing this paper you will see that globalization is not only something that happens to poorer countries but that it effects all of us in different ways.  

Here is one way to organizes your paper, but there are many others as well:

1) A introduction paragraph that contains a thesis statement as well as a summary 
of the three themes that you will compare to the Mardi Gras beads production.

2) Divide the body of the paper into three sections. In each section discuss one theme. In each section, first provide a background from the film, then do an analysis with your product. For example, if you are looking at Gender discrimination, discuss how this is portrayed in the film. Then discuss the kinds of gender discrimination in the industry you are analyzing and show the parallels. Be sure to be specific and cite information from the scholarly sources you have read.
3) Conclusion, draw broader connections for each theme or more broadly for the paper concerning 

4) A complete bibliography of the sources you have used in writing the paper.
(Note this is to be an individual research paper based on independent student research. If the same five articles are used in two different students' papers, we may return both the papers and require that additional, non-overlapping articles, be used.  Students who are asked to rewrite their papers based on new sources an incomplete until their papers are updated.)

SEE PAPER WRITING GUIDE (ON BLACKBOARD) FOR DETAILS ON HOW THE TERM PAPER IS TO BE FORMATED, EXACT LENGTH, CITATION STYLES AND MANY ADDITIONAL DETAILS

 
Mardi Gras: Made in China Study Guide

This study guide is to help you take notes while watching the film Mardi Gras: Made in China. Do not take the answers to these questions and simply run them together to represent the first part of your paper. The first part of the paper needs to be a carefully crafted summary based on your note, not just a redaction of your notes)

As you watch the movie, focus on the contrasts between the two societies featured: the Mardi Gras revelers in New Orleans and the workers in China who make the beads.

1. Gender Issues.  How are males and females treated in the movie?  Are there different rules, different roles, different treatment, and different expectations?  What is the logic that underlines and supports different treatments?  How to they differ between cultures?
2. Working and Living Conditions.  What are the working conditions like in the bead factory?  How is production “encouraged”?  How much free choice do the workers have?  How is the work valued and rewarded?  What is the logic that underlines and supports the current working conditions in the bead factory?  What are the living conditions of the consumers of the beads?   How much choice do they have in what they buy?  Do the consumers "value" the products in similar way(s) as those who produce them?

3. Connection with Economics and Politics.  What recent events have occurred which have encouraged the development of factories in China?   How do the relations between nations and their trade policies contribute to production and consumption of goods?   How do local political and economic conditions help in establishing the cost of production?
4 Cultural differences: What do the beads “mean” to each "group" discussed in the film (Mardi Gras partiers, Chinese workers, Owners of factories, Suppliers in the USA)
5.  What are the attitudes and expectations of the various players in the bead trade?  Are they realistic or unrealistic?

6. Within the context of the Mardi Gras bead trade, are there clear "winners" and "losers"? 

� Commodity chain = ‘a network of labor and production processes whose end result is a finished commodity’ (Hopkins and Wallerstein, 1986:159)


� There are several ways to watch the film: find it on line, go to the course’s Blackboard site under Writing Assignments, which will take you to the UIC Kanopy streaming service offered by the UIC library system.)


� Early in your essay you can state that the information presented in the first part of the paper has been taken from the film: Mardi Gras: Made in China.  After that you do not have to worry about formally citing the film.  (You can simply call it "the film"). If you cite information taken directly from the film you should put those words in paresthesia's. 






 

